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Eye－AicaughtupthismonthwithTbkyo－based

n・eelancewriterandauthorRobGossfbranin＿

depthinterviewRobistheauthoroffburbooks

WithTuttlePublishing，theNATJAGoldPrize－

WinningTravelPackTapan，TravelPackTbkyo，thephoto

bookTbkyo：CapitalofCool，andtheupcomingTtavelPack

Kyoto＆Nara・HehasalsoworkedfbrpublisherslikeFodorも，

InsightGuidesandRoughGuides，aSWellasmagazinesthat

includeTimeandNationalGeographicHaveler・Heiscur－

rentlyworkingonanewJapan－Widephotobook，abook

aboutJapanStraditionalinnsandonsen，andahrstcollection

ofshortstories．

Fye－Ai言的助areOr砂na均′jlomtheUKWhatj諒tbroughtyou

tolLPan？IunderstandthatyouL，ebeeninlqpanjbr15yearS，

didyouinitia均′planonstty′ing♪γloTCanddoyougetback

totheuKVe7yq毎n？

RG：Icameoverin1999asateacher

andworkedinteachingfbrsixyears，

nrstdoingEnglishconversationclasses

atNOVAandthenmostlybusiness

andcollegeclassesthroughECC・Tbbe

honest・Ireallydidn’tliketheteaching

industryhereatall，SOthatsixyears

fdtlikeaverylongtime！Asforthe

Plan・itwastostayfbrayearortwoto

PayOfrmystudentloansandsaveup

togobacktouniversity，butthenImet

mywifと（somethinggoodthatcame

throughNOVA！）andalltheplanswent

outthewindow

Fortunately，WemanagetOreturn

toEnglandquiteoften，tyPicallyfbr

longsummertrips・AshappyasIamin

greeneryinTbkyothanitisglVenCreditGDr：lotsofplaces

tounwind・Tbkyoisalsoquitesaftinmanyrespects，Which

isimportantasaparent，eVenthoughtheprospectofa

maIOrearthquakeobviouslyisveryreaLTherettheconve－

nience，tOO・WeareonlyminutesawayEromallthebasics

andmore：doctor・dentist・library，Supermarkets，Parks，

riverbank，gym，POOl，Station，reStaurantS，andhaveaccess

toallsortsofinterestingopportunitiesandexperiences・

IthinkIenjoyTbkyoalotmorenowthatIdoajobIlike；aS

anunhappyteacherIendedupbeingnegativeaboutallsorts

Ofthingsfbrawhile・Ofcourse，eVendreamjobshavetheir

badmomentsandstresses・butIlovebeingawriterandespe－

Ciallyaself－emPloyedone・Icouldh，timaglneChanglngthat・

Iwouldn’ttradeallthetimeIgettospendwithmyfamilyfbr

anything．Iwouldhatetohavetocommute，dealwith0億cc

POlitics・anddoalltheotherpointless，time－WaStingthings
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Japan，tbrmysanityit畠mportanttospendregulartimeback

inDevonandelsewhereoutsideofJapan．Theoccasionalab－

SenCemakestheheartgrowfbnder・

Pye－Ai：Yt，umentionedthatyoujindliVinginTbゆ′OtObe

COrqbrtable，andthatyouloVeyOurjobandthes（華enplqyed

l紳助e・WhatmakesthatparticularbIqgreeablejbryou？

RG：Lotsofthings・Itcanbecrowded，butIcanalso

takethedogfbrhisevenlngWalkandbarelyseeasoul・Itt

thesameonarunalongtheArakawa・There，salotmore
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thatcomewithfbllowlngCOmPanyPOlicies・Fromawork－life－

balanceperspective，thenexibilitytowritewhenandwhere

Iwantispriceless，aSisbeingatthepointwhereIcana徹）rd

tosayyesornotoanyasslgnmentthatcomesmywayand

fbcusonlyonprojectsIactuallyhaveaninterestin，thatpay

tairly，andarewithnicepeoplewhoaregood（andhonest）

atwhattheydo・BeingselfLemployedisn，ta旬日breveryone，

butrightlyorwrongly）Idon’tworryaboutworkdryingup

Orthingslikethat・Alittleover－COn的enceordelusiongoesa

longwaytobeingacontented丘eelancer！



Pye－Ai：HowdidyougetintowritingaboutJやan？tburtraγet

WritinghascoveredthewildsqfHokkaidointhenorthtothe

beachesqfOkinawainthesub－trqpicalsouth・IdimLZginethat

youareeithertraVelingorWritingabsoluteり′allthetime．Itis

Ver）′inpressivethatyoucanmakealiVingasajシeelancewriter

inTbり0．Howdoyoujui由eallthatyoudo？

atransitionperiodfromteachingtoapart－timeeditingjob

atamagazine，Ihadenoughworktogofullyheelanceabout

SeVenOreightyearsago．

Backthen，Ifbcusedalotonarticles，butthat’sturned

tobooksinrecentyears・Doingasmallernumberoflong－

termprojectsdoesn’tfeellikeI’mjugglingmuchcompared

RG：Oneofthegoodthingsaboutteachingwas

thatIhadalotofheetime．A魚era危wyears，I

realizedIwasgoingtobeherefbrawhilesoI

neededtousethattimetoworktowardsome－

thingIwantedtodo・WhilestillteachingIdid

apost一graduatediplomaofjournalismviadis－

tancelearnlngWiththeaimofgettingintome－

dia・Iendedupsellingsomeofmycoursework

tomagazinesandtheasslgnmentSgradually

grewfromthere・Byoddluck（anditsounds

Sillynow），earlyonIwastoonervoustocon－

tactEnglishpublicationsinJapan，aSitfdttoo

SmallacommunityandtoopersonalifIgotre－

jected，SOItargetedlarger，anOnymOuS－危eling

OVerSeaSPublicationsandtheyactuallybought

things・Withjustasimplebioandportfblio

tochurnlngOutarticles・Thatworksforme

－I’VeneverbeenonefbrhustlingglgS，Chas－

lngneWSOraCOnStantdeadlinescramble・

AtthemomentIhavefburbooksonthego

（allcomingoutin2016）andontopofthat

Iprobablyacceptabout30to40featuresor

travelarticlesayearplustwoorthreebook

updatesoredits・Ialsotrytokeepabout20

PerCentOfmyschedulefreefbrcomlnguP

Withideasandworkingonthingsthatdon’t

PaymuChnowsuchaspoetryorshortnc－

tion，butthatIhopewillmakeupagreater

PartOfmyworkinthefuture・Itmightsound

likenon－StOPWOrkandtravel，butinanaver－
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Online，Othersstartedhndingme．ConsideringIwassoinex－

Perienced，itsuggestedashortageofEnglish－languagewriters

inJapanoralackofwritersmarketingthemselvese径ctively

OVerSeaS，SOIkeptatit．Thesepublicationsalsoturnedoutto

PayalotmorethanJapan－basedEnglish－languagepublica－

tions，Whichmadeafull－timecareermuchmorerealistic．

Therewere（stillare）thousandsofthemtotarget，tOO・A危er
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agemonthI’montheroadnomorethanthreeorfburdays

andit’Safairlylaidbackexistenceonlyoccasionallypunctu－

atedbyacrazedlogJamOfwork・

Pye－AiIレeqGenwonderedhowatraVelguidelikeFbdori0r

Loneり′Planetcomestqgethel：Imean，themindbqggleswithall

thedetails．Howdoesoneme／eauthorpOSSibb′COVeralltheやOtS
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inonelocation？QfcourseLoneb′PlanethasatribeqfwriterS

andthentraVelersasWellcontribute・Couldyoutalkaboutfom

StarttOfnishwhatwentintoyourTtittleTTtzVelPackbooksin

thisreSpeCt？HowlorgdoesthewholeprOCeSStake？

RG：WithaTuttleTravelPack（oranyofmybookswith

Thttle），itbeginswithuscomingupwithabasicideafbrthe

book－i・e・KyotoandNara－andthenIoutlinethewhole

book・ForaTravelPackthatmeansplannlngOuttheuphont

introductions，thetopsightsfbrminifeaturesinchapterone，

thefbcusofabunchofdaytoursfbrchaptertwo，theく‘best

Of’’choicesfbrrestaurantsandsoonfbrchapterthree，and

nnallybasictravelinfbinchapterfburlikewheretohnda

doctorandhowtoaskfbrabill．Thattakesamonthorsoof

backandfbrth，thenItakeathree－tOSix－mOnthperiodre－

SearChingandwriting（Withtravel，tOO）befbre魚nallydeliver－

ingaarstdra魚Iwon’tbeworkingsolidlyonthebookinthat

time；I’llbebalanclngSeVeralotherbooksindi径rentstages

OfproductionandhaveotherproJeCtSCOmlngandgoing．

AfterTuttledoesthedesignandinitialedits，Wethenbothdo

tweakingandchecking，Checking，Checkinguntilyounever

WanttOSeethebookagaln！Itthengoestotheprinters・From

initialideatobookinhandisprobablyayear．Theprocess

thencontinueswithmarketing，Whichthank血llylSSOme－

thingTuttledoesalmostalloffbrme，SOIdon’thavetowaste

timepimplngmySelfonsocialmedia，fbrexample－thattime

isbestspentworkingtobecomeabetterwriter・

Pye－Ai：Icanonり′im紳nethatthe‘researCh’f，ryOurneXtbook

Ontmditionalinnsandonsenhasbeenquiteelワッable・mat

haγebeensomeqfthemostsumptuousst・リSandmeals，and
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yes，pleasegoaheadandmakeourreaderSJをelenVious・めu

mustjわIquiteluckl′tOhaVeSuChagreatjobl

RG：Ittbeenincredible．Ittbeenanaltogetherdi鉦rentworld

homanythingI’veexperiencedbefbre・Sofar，I’vevisited

almost200fthe40ryokanthatwillbeinthebook，Staylng

athalfandgettingshownaroundtheothers・Asidefromthe

fbodandalltheregionalspecialtiesI’vetried，thehighlights

haveincludedaprivategeishaperfbrmanceinAtami，atripto

NisekowhereIhadanopen－airbathonmybalconylooking

OutintotheHanazonowoods，andstaysatsomeofKyoto’S

belearnirgsomethirgaboutlqpanliterauyallqfthetime・

RG：Fromtimetotime，yeS・ItSnicetohaveabitofvariation・

Itrangesfromftaturesonsustainabilitytointerviewswith

Craftspeople．IreallyenJOythosekindsofcraftinterviews，

togettogointosomeoneSworkshopandwatchthemmake

SOmethingincrediblyskilmllooksoeasy・Ihavealotofad一

mirationfbrartisansandthewaytheydedicatethemselves

totheircra克Inpart，itSbecauseIhavenotalentfbrartor

Craftsmysel亀inpartbecausesomanyseemtobesocalm，

COntentandmodestinwhattheyaredoing・Maybethereisa
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mosthistoricinns．Gettingtotalktoryokanownersaboutthe

historyandtraditionsofinnshasbeenagreatlearnlngeXPe－

rience，tOO．

Idon’texpectanysympathyata11－andI’mnotgolngtOget

any，amI？！－butbelieveitornot，itisalsohardworkattimes・

Withanytravelthere短hechallengeofbalancinghomeli危and

Parenting－WhenI’maway，myWifehastodoeverythingat

homeontopofherjob．Thetravelish’tentirelyaholidayeither．

Adayontheroadfbrtheryokanbookwilllikelymeanvisiting

acoupleofryokanwithmyco－author（photographerAkihiko

Seki）fbrphotoshoots，tOurSandinterviews，befbresta車ngat

anotherandsettingupo範Cetherefbrthenighttogetwork

doneontheryokanbookandotherprqleCtS．Theretalsothe

dangermywifewillmurdermeifIkeeptextingherfbodph0－

toswhensheもathomewithquick－boiludon！Andthesouvenir

Shoppingtbrwi庵，SOnanddogiscostingmeafbrtune・

Fye－Ai∴‰助alsowriteonotheraやeCtSQfJやan，andnotjust

traVeL WhathaVeSOmeqfthesewritingprqiectsbeen？Which

haVebeenthemostreWardirgandintereStiTgf）ryOu？YtIumuSt

bookinthatoneday！

Pye－Ai∴YbuwritehaikuandsenryuasWell，and

publishedyourfirStCOllectionqfpoemsRedto

Whitein2014．Whatattractsyoutothisparticular

jbrmケpoetly？IunderStandthatyou壷mentioned

thatyoufndit窃ddictiVe・”W砂isthat？Wmatsub－

jectsareqfinteresttoyouinyourpOetlyandjiction？

RG：IthinkitSfbrthesamereasonIlikeanywrit－

ing・Goodwritingfbrmehasatempoorrhythm

toit，Plusabrevitythatcomesfromusingtheright

WOrds－liketheclassicOrwellessayonwriting

WherehetalksaboutuslngStrOngnOunSandverbs

insteadofoverdoingtheadjectivesandadverbs・

Withshort－fbrmpoetryandshortormicrofictionthat’s

especiallytrue．Everywordcounts．Iliketheideathatwith

SOmethingsobriefyoucanglVethereaderakeytounlock

theirimaginationortriggeranemotion・Onamoresel禽sh

level，itSalsoquitetherapeutictotakeamomentoranexpe－

rienceandexpressitthroughapoemorstory；Short－tbrmis

idealfbrcapturingtheemotionsweallfeelatsomepointor

Other，theglimpsesweseeofotherpeopletlives，thethings

WeSeeinsocietythattroubleusorwarmus・Theaddictive

partisthequesttogetitright・

Pye－Ai∴めmmadetheVeryrq毎shingcommentthatfyouas

ajbr‘短nerdon’tlikesomethiTgabout府an，yOudon’thaVetO

Choosebetweengrat4idsilenceandgoinghome・Thereis《昨en

‘goodguest’’preSSureWhenyouarethejbregner；andwhileit

Canbeacuteinlqpan，itqfcoursedoesn’tjustexistinJ印an・

HowhaVeyOunegOtiatedtakingastandjbrsomethingyou

don’tlike？Doyouthinkithe互）SWhenyouhaVeahm砂giyen

thatyouhaVemOreatStake？

RG：It’sanoddthingthat‘‘goodgueSt’’pressure・Inmy
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experience，itSsomethingI’veseen

homothernonJapanesef諒more

thanfromtheJapanese．There

isatypeofJapanophileornon－

Japaneseresidentwhorefusesto

SeeanythingwrongwithTapanand

reactsquitevocallytoanyandall

Criticism・Why，Idon’tknowLike－

Wise，Ihavemetpeopleherewho

Can’tseeanythingrightwiththe

COuntry・AlmostnothinglSSimply

blackandwhite・Everyplacehas

itsvariousshadesofgoodandbad，

thingsotherplacescanlearntrom

－一面。．。，。婁‾）　　　二二一‾‾‾‘
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andaspectsthatcanbeimproved・Pretendingotherwiseis

Onlytothedetrimentofsociety．

Take‘‘Japaneseonly’’signsorlandlordsrerusingto

renttofbreigners・I’veheardothernon一丁apanesetrytoplay

downthiskindofthing，justiqorsimplydiscountit－yOu

know，‘‘itSnotasbadasinCountryA：’く‘Theyprobablymean

Japanese－languageonly：’‘‘IttuptotheJapanesetodecide

What’sculturallyrightorwronghere，don’timposeyour

Culturalvalues；’andeven“it’sonlyfbrtheChinese：’why

WOuldanyoneofanynationalitywhocaresfbrJapanorwho

isralSlngafamilyherechoosetomakeexcusesfbrthatkind

Ofbehavior？IbetmostJapanesewouldbeappalled，tOO，if

SuChthingsweremadeanissueherebythelocalJapanese－

1anguagemedia．

IhaveastakehereandIhopeIamcontributingsomething

positivetothesocietyinwhichIlivebeyondmerelypay一

mgtaXeS，andthatincludesraislngaSOnWhoIhopewillbe

PrOudofhisJapaneseheritage．Thereもalotfbrhimtocher－

ish・Butthatalsomeanshavingtherighttovoiceanopinion

Whennecessary（andwithouthavingtonaturalizehrst），nOt

fbllowtheleadofNikk（九mreeMonkeys・

Pye－Ai：AnotherissueyouJepOkenaboutreCentb′iscやyrQht

irfingement・l伯uldyoutalkalittlebitaboutthat？Inthisdの′

andageqfeVerl′thingbeingaVailableontheinternet，itもbeen

nv／e坤eriencethatpeqple印enmistakealyimLZgeOrWritten

materialonlineasbeingjシeetograbanduse．InMediaArts

ClassesinmalV／）uniorCOl履esintheStates，aCOreClassisnow

CqPy毎htlawsothatstudentswhogoontofeelanceunder－

Standtheiγ履alr砂血
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RG：ThatSgoodtohear・Although

tobehonest，anditmighthorri句

SOmePeOPletoreadthis，I’mnotso

COnCernedbynon－mediainfrin8－

1ngOnmyrights．I’veseenbooks

Ofmineentirelyscannedonline

andevenpagebypagevideoson

YduTube，butIdoubtthatreallyaf－

fectssales much．Andtextdoesn’t

getgrabbedbysayhobbybloggers

OrnOn一mediabusinessesintheway

thatimagesdo－itmustbeareal

headacheforphotographersand

artists．

Whatannoysmeiswhenpeopleinmedia，Whoabs0－

1utelyshouldknowbetter，misuseworkorjustactunprofes－

Sionally・OneexampleIencounteredwasapublicationinTa－

Pangivingpermissiontoathird－PartytOreuSeWOrkofmine

thathadorlglnallyappearedinthatpublication・Thingwas，I

Stillownedit．Itshouldhavebeenobvious，tOO，becauseasan

independentworker，WithoutexpresslyslgnlngaWayrights

toanycreation，thecreatorretainsallrightstoitbeyond

thatinitialusage・Thattbasic・Tbcompoundthings，aRerthe

facttherewasalmostnocontrition；atleastnotonceIasked

fbrareprintfee・Icouldreelofrmoreexamplesandgoon

andonaboutthelackofprofessionalismIITeSeenincertain

PartSOfTapantlocalEnglish－languagemedia，butsu億ceto

SayI’mhappyworkingwithmediaoutsideofJapanandmy

SOleremainlngdienthere．ThatSaboutastactEulasIcanbe！

Andultimately，WeCan’treallymoantoomuch；publications

Onlygetawaywithtreatingwritersbadlyifwedon’tstand

upfbrourrights・ItSourresponsibilitytosetandupholdthe

Standardsweacceptintermsofcontracts，缶esandpro危S－

sionalism．Ifthat means

nringaclient，nrethem．

Thereareplentymorensh

inthesea・Tokeepmy

WOrkinglifeaspositive

andrewardingaspossible，

attheveryleastIfigure

Ioweittomyselftobe

VerySelectiveaboutwhoI

workwith．Lif義tooshort

tbranythingelse・　▼


